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HOLIDAY HUSTLE
Charleston residents and Eastern 
students participated in a 5k while 
in Holiday costumes Saturday.
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OVERTIME VICTORY
The Eastern men’s basketball team 
defeated Northern Kentucky, 79-73.
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By AJ Fournier
Staff reporter | @DEN_News
An event created in hopes of bringing aware-
ness to gun violence in Chicago was canceled 
because of conflicting schedules. 
The “Chiraq Monologues” was set to happen 
Monday in the Martin Luther King Jr. Univer-
sity Union Grand Ballroom and hosted by the 
Untold Truth. 
The Untold Truth is a group that brings po-
litical, civic and domestic issues to campus 
through events such as showcases. 
The event was supposed to show different 
perspectives of peoples experience with gun vi-
olence in Chicago, as well as get in-depth and 
psychological perspective from both sides of vio-
lence from the victim and the shooter and what 
caused each to be in the situation they were in. 
The reason for the event being pushed back 
is because the event is right around finals week 
and the performers are going to be busy with 
studying. 
They did not want the thought of study-
ing to keep them from using their full poten-
tial and for the performers to become embar-
rassed if they forgot their parts because of a busy 
schedule. 
A big inspiration for this event came from 
Farrah Dean, the special events coordinator, 
when she was driving in Chicago with her little 
siblings and saw five crime scenes happen. 
She said the emotion it caused her made 
her ask herself what she could do to help and 
change this situation and bring awareness on 
this topic.
Planning for the event has been going on 
since October and this would have been the 
first event hosted by their executive board.  
Zachary Booth, the president of The Un-
told Truth, has said his hope is that all different 
people with different backgrounds would have 
come, relax and learn something new from the 
performers.
 “Hopefully this (would) bring awareness to 
the campus with crime going up and the fear 
coming from Chicago it could bring awareness 
to Eastern,” Booth said.
Booth said he hoped audience members 
would come with an open and caring mind-
set and gain an understanding of both perspec-
tives if they do they will leave with a great full 
understanding.
Even with the event being pushed back 
Thomas Wilson, the vice president of The Un-
told Truth, said he feels with the extra time 
outside of the performers it gives them more to 
time to improve on decorations. 
AWARENESS, page 6 
Gun violence awareness event postponed
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @DEN_News
The Eastern Illinois University Police Depart-
ment recently warned the campus to be wary of 
a phone scam going around that “primarily tar-
gets college students,” according to their press 
release sent Friday.
Students have reported being called by some-
one claiming to be a law enforcement officer, an 
IRS agent, or FBI agent.
UPD warns
students of 
phone scam
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news
Chestnuts were roasted over an open fire 
while Santa Claus was pulled around the 
square during the Christmas in the Heart of 
Charleston event Saturday in the Charles-
ton Square.
The Christmas in the Heart of Charles-
ton has been around for over 20 years and 
each year it seems to be bigger. 
Dawn Brazzell, a Charleston resident, 
said she has been going to the event for 
about five years and she thinks it is bigger 
and better each year.
Her daughter, Lainey Brazzell, 7, said her 
favorite part was seeing Santa and asking 
him for new earrings.
Dawn Brazzell said she thinks it is a great 
event put on by the community.
“I just love that we live in a community 
that provides something like this that is just 
family friendly,” Dawn Brazzell said. “It’s 
free so it’s open to everybody and it’s a way 
to bring everybody together.”
Dawn Brazzell said they meet up with 
friends and the kids get to see friends from 
school during the event.
Along with seeing different people they 
know, children and their families were able 
to see characters from “Frozen” and a cou-
ple of elves.
Lainey Brazzell said she was excited to 
see Olaf because he is her favorite character. 
She said the line she likes the most is when 
Olaf says, “watch out for my butt.”
People from Grand Ball Costumes were 
dressed up as Christmas characters and 
marched in the parade that star ted the 
event.
Charleston Mayor Brandon Combs said 
he has been going to the event for about 
five or six years and the parade is a little 
bigger this year than it has been in the past. 
“Normally there is maybe 10 or so entries 
and they said there are 20 plus so that’s def-
initely a different thing,” Combs said.
Combs also said that this year he also 
was judging the parade entries with Eastern 
President David Glassman.
Combs said the parade is smaller than the 
Homecoming parade because it is around 
the square.
The parade consisted of different city 
businesses like First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of Central Illinois, and 
costume characters walking around and 
waiving at the kids.
Christmas beats in the heart of Charleston
PHOTOS BY JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
 (Top): Charleston Boy Scouts roast chestnuts on an open fire along the south side of the Square during Christmas in the Heart of Charles-
ton on Saturday. (Left): Charleston High School’s Maximum Forte sings Christmas songs after the lighting of the tree on the Square. (Right): 
The colorguard of the Panther Marching Band waits in line for hot chocolate and popcorn 
HEART, page 5 
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Families, students 
celebrate the season on 
the Charleston Square
PRSSA Meeting l 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Buzzard Hall
Don’t Stress! Ace That Test! | 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM or 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Learn test taking strategies.  MLK Union 
English MA:  MA Comprehensive Exams | 8:O0 AM
Coleman Hall
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
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Bill T. Ridgeway
 By T’Nerra Butler
 Multicultural Editor | @DEN_news
Bill T. Ridgeway was known to 
many on Eastern’s campus as a profes-
sor, some an adviser and others a lead-
er.
Ridgeway died at 2: 15 a.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 7, 2015 at Carle Hospital in 
Urbana. Ridgeway was 87 years old 
when he passed of natural causes.
Ridgeway was born Dec. 23, 1926 
in Columbia, Mo. and received his 
Master of Science degree from Wichita 
State University in 1958 and his Ph.D. 
at the University of Missouri in 1966. 
Ridgeway earned his Ph.D. in zo-
ology and retired as a professor of life 
sciences in the 1980s at Eastern. 
Before becoming a professor, Ridge-
way served in the U.S. Army for 
World War II. 
His daughter, Myra Chesser, said 
while her father was in the Army he 
was a medical tech and he spent time 
at a Veteran Health Administration 
Hospital in New York. Chesser said 
originally, her father had plans to go 
into dentistry, but with time, his path 
changed.
Chesser said when Ridgeway first 
came to Eastern in 1966 he was one 
of few African-American faculty mem-
bers. Ridgeway was in a number of 
professional societies and chairman of 
the Zoology Graduate Progam Com-
mittee.
Mona Davenport, the director of 
minority affairs, was a student while 
Ridgeway taught at Eastern. 
She said many students looked up 
to him and Ridgeway was one of the 
first African-Americans she knew with 
a Ph.D.
“He was very no non-sense,” Dav-
enport said. “He took care of his busi-
ness, made sure we were serious about 
everything and that was just his de-
meanor, very prestigious. He was the 
epitome of what it is to have a Ph.D.” 
Davenport said Ridgeway was so re-
spected on campus because he expect-
ed nothing but great things from the 
African-American students.  
“If you got bad grades and he found 
out about it, it would be worse than 
telling your parents,” Davenport said. 
“He probably touched every student 
that was here.”
Davenport said Ridgeway and his 
wife, Leta Ridgeway, who preceded 
him in death in 2004, were popular 
among the students of Eastern while 
she studied at the university. Daven-
port said they were an influential cou-
ple on campus and many of the stu-
dents aspired to be like them. 
For Chesser, she will always remem-
ber her dad as a remarkable person; 
for the last 10 years, Chesser took care 
of her father after moving away from 
Chicago. 
She said he was a protozoologist and 
he researched all over the Midwest and 
the two did a lot of traveling before 
Ridgeway passed on. 
Chesser said many of her memo-
rable moments came from Ridgeway 
taking her to see the many places he 
researched. 
“He was physically not as active, but 
mentally he was very aware in his last 
years,” Chesser said.
Teaching runs in the family seeing 
as though Chesser is a fourth genera-
tion teacher and her daughter being 
the fifth year. 
Ridgeway played a big role in 
founding the Zeta Nu chapter of Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity, and the cur-
rent adviser of the organization, De-
Marlon Brown, said Ridgeway helped 
to start other chapters as well.
“He was detrimental in bringing Al-
pha Phi Alpha down to Eastern Illi-
nois,” Brown said. 
Ridgeway was initiated into the fra-
ternity on Nov. 7, 1945 at Lane Col-
lege in Jackson, Tenn., which is known 
as the Beta Phi chapter.
Brown said even after his retire-
ment, he still worked with Eastern’s 
chapter. 
“Even with his age, he never 
stopped,” Brown said. “He was a broth-
er’s brother, and he didn’t want us to 
just be better Alpha men, but better 
men in general. And the best way to 
teach us is to be an example of it.”
Brown said Ridgeway mentored and 
educated the students on campus and 
always was sincere in his approach.
“He gave us the feeling that we could 
conquer, just based off what he did,” 
Brown said. “He set the tone for all of 
us and anything less than that would be 
a waste.”
T’Nerra Butler be 
reached at 581-2812 
or tabutler@eiu.edu
Friends, family remember Eastern leader 
Senior Send-Off
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Christina Cook, a junior sociology major, left, and Natasha Edge, a senior biological sciences major, right, sit with Thalia Frederick, a senior kinesi-
ology and sports studies major, center, in the Food Court of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Sunday. Frederick received a jar of positive 
notes as a gift during the Epsilon Sigma Alpha Activation and Senior Send-Off in the Charleston/Mattoon Room in the Union Sunday.
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Corrections 
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its 
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ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please 
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings
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Hilltop Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
W e  a r e  F a m i l y  S e r v i n g  F a m i l i e s
Hilltop offers a full range of Nursing,
Rehabilitative & Skilled Nursing Services
24 Hour Nursing Care
Physical, Occupational, Speech Therapy
IV Therapies
Stroke Recovery Program
Orthopedic-Fracture Recovery Programs
Hospice Services
LSVT BIG Parkinson’s Therapy
The Vehicle
F A L L  2 0 1 5  F A L L  I S S U E
T H E V E H I C L E M A G A Z I N E . C O M / S U B M I T
Submit your fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
drama, and artwork for free online by
Friday, November 6th.
C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Runners and walkers start the Holiday Hustle race Saturday morning in front of Old Main. This year marked the fourth Holiday Hustle at Eastern.
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
People in Christmas sweaters, 
socks and even snowmen costumes 
cou ld  be  s een  a l l  a round Old 
Main as they waited to run Satur-
day morning at the fourth annual 
EIU Holiday Hustle.
The  co ld  wea the r  and  fog -
gy morning did not stop a large 
crowd f rom coming,  a l though 
runners were told to be aware and 
look around while running to be 
safe.
Proceeds from the race were 
given to One Stop Community 
Christmas, an organization that 
helps families around Christmas 
time by providing them with toys, 
food, blankets, pajamas, house-
hold i tems,  c leaning suppl ies , 
socks and underwear, puzzles, and 
games if they are not able to pro-
vide their own families.
The run raised $3,250 for One 
Stop Community Christmas this 
year.
This year’s Holiday Hustle was 
the last one for the Eastern’s pres-
idential scholars who started it 
four years ago, as they are gradu-
ating. 
Next year, it will be taken over 
by a new group of scholars.
Andrew Donsbach, a senior mar-
keting major and one of the people 
in charge of the Holiday Hustle, 
said they started the run because 
they wanted to help Charleston.
“Basically, we’re EIU students, 
and we call Charleston home nine 
months of the year,” Donsbach 
said. “We wanted to give back to 
the community.”
Donsbach said every year, the 
new presidential scholars have a 
class together, and the current or-
ganizers of the Holiday Hustle 
asked if anyone would want to step 
up for the following years.
Janie Howse, a senior mathemat-
ics major and another presiden-
tial scholar, said they all met be-
cause they were Eastern presiden-
tial scholars.
“Its started out as a school proj-
ect,  but grew to more,” Howse 
said. 
Donsbach said it was sad that 
their time planning the Holiday 
Hustle has come to an end.
“It’s been a big part of our lives,” 
Donsbach said. “Now that it’s our 
fourth year, we’ve got it down to a 
science.”
Howse said planning the event 
took a lot of work and time, and 
they spent some of that time mak-
ing connections at Eastern and in 
Charleston.
“We’ve been trying different 
things, if they worked we’d use 
them, if they didn’t we would stop 
them,” Howse said.
Donsbach said they would meet 
every week to organize and grew 
close, even exchanging inside jokes 
with each other.
Last year, the 125 people partici-
pated in the Holiday Hustle  raised 
$3,000. 
Over the last four years, $11,000 
has been raised.
“We promoted it in the commu-
nity with the web, Facebook, word 
of mouth was big,” Donsbach said. 
“Over the last four years, we’ve 
gained a following. We see a lot of 
the same people every year.”
Howse said she could remember 
the first year they planned and had 
the Holiday Hustle.
“When we saw the gun go off, 
it was rewarding for us all,” Howse 
said. “We started this from the 
ground up.”
The other presidential scholars 
who participated in planning and 
having the Holiday Hustle were 
Hannah Osborne, a senior Eng-
lish major, Mackenzie Ward, a se-
nior communication disorders and 
sciences major, Ben Feltes, a senior 
finance major, Sydney Scamihorn, 
a senior communication disorders 
and sciences major, and law stu-
dent Scott Harrell. 
The first person who complet-
ed the race was Colin Lee, a Cham-
paign resident.
Lee said he found the race be-
cause he had been looking to run 
a 5k.
“It was a nice course,” Lee said. 
“There were a lot of volunteers, 
and a lot of support. I didn’t really 
notice the fog.”
S o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  r u n -
ning in the race wore festive cos-
tumes, such as the family of Jessica 
Howse, from Assumption, Ill., who 
were dressed as snowmen, complete 
with a fake-carrot nose.
“We’re just messing around, hav-
ing fun,” Howse said. “It’s a fami-
ly thing.”
Howse said the first year, they 
went in ugly Christmas sweaters, 
but then got more serious about 
their costumes.
The second year, they went in 
neon glasses and colorful clothes, 
and for  the i r  th i rd  year,  they 
dressed as reindeer.
 
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu
Holiday Hustle raises money for charity
“Basically, we’re EIU students, and we call Charleston 
home nine months of the year. We wanted to give 
back to the community.”
-Andrew Donsbach, senior marketing major
Pick up tomorrow’s edition of The Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
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Lauren McQueen
Making 
popcorn is 
not difficult
We have been taught how to follow direc-
tions since the first day of school. 
Hands behind your back, cut on the dot-
ted line, line up in alphabetical order. 
Fourteen-ish years later, we enter college 
and those expectations to follow directions 
are still there. 
But some people forget how to follow easy 
directions.
Before you graduate college, you should 
learn how to do one thing and one thing 
only: learn how to properly cook microwave 
popcorn without setting off the fire alarm. 
It’s not hard. There are directions on the 
bag. All you have to do is read and follow 
them.
Taylor Hall residents have set off the fire 
alarm several times this semester alone, and 
during the last evacuation, one of the police 
officers sternly told residents to “stop burn-
ing popcorn.”
While there are many different kinds of 
microwave popcorn, they all have the same 
general directions. 
If you doubt your abilities, cut this list out 
and tape it to your microwave. I won’t judge. 
I’ll thank you when I don’t have to evacu-
ate my residence hall at 1 a.m. Here is a list 
of steps courtesy of Orville Redenbacher.
Step 1. Remove plastic overwrap. Unfold 
popcorn bag.
Step 2. Place in center of microwave, with 
the correct side up as indicated on bag.
Step 3. Set power on high for four minutes.
Now, this next part is the most important.
Step 4. Do not leave unattended while pop-
ping. Stay and listen. Popping times vary from 
2 to 4 minutes. 
Step 5. For best results, stop microwave 
when popping slows to two-three seconds 
between pops. Overcooking may cause scorch-
ing.
It will also set the fire alarm off.
And the worst people are those who use 
the hallway microwave to cook their midnight 
snack. 
They put their bag in there, close the door, 
probably hit the popcorn button on the micro-
wave (which you shouldn’t do anyway), and go 
back to their room to wait. 
It’s most likely either going to burn or not 
cook long enough. 
They have to know this is a lose-lose situa-
tion for them either way. And if it burns, it’s a 
lose situation for the whole building, because 
everyone will be standing outside in the pour-
ing rain and it’s all that one person’s fault 
because they were too busy being selfish.
Regardless, it’s not hard to take four min-
utes out of your time to stand close to the 
microwave and wait for your popcorn to be 
done. 
You should not leave your popcorn unat-
tended, because most of the time, it’s not 
going to take the full four minutes. 
What can you really do in four minutes 
anyway?
Lauren McQueen is a junior journalism major. She 
can be reached at 581-2812 or lnmcqueen@eiu.edu.
Blake Nash is a senior journalism major. He can be 
reached at 581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.
Blake Nash
As a senior, it’s hard to believe that my time 
with The Daily Eastern News is over. I’ve had 
a great time covering several of the universi-
ty’s teams, especially during this year’s football 
season. But as I reflect on those memories, the 
more I realize that not everything reached my 
expectations, especially on Nov. 7 when Eastern 
hosted No. 1 ranked Jacksonville State.
It was a battle of two unbeaten Ohio Valley 
Conference teams, but the attendance failed to 
indicate the game’s importance. The Panthers 
took the field in front of a crowd of over 4,000 
in the 10,000-seat O’Brien Field.  Even with 
the history the program has, 21 former and cur-
rent NFL players and five conference champi-
onships since 1996, they’ve not been able to 
attract attention like a winning team should. 
Parking lot tailgaters seem to outnumber those 
that actually go into the stadium to watch the 
games. But how is it that FCS teams like North 
Dakota State and Montana are able to attract 
more fans to their games?
It’s simple, there aren’t many teams to com-
pete with for viewership. Montana led the 
nation in attendance last year with 23,777 
because there is only one other Division 1 col-
lege football team in the state. Add that and the 
fact that Montana has played in seven national 
championships and won two of them, it’s obvi-
ous that their success has attracted a large fol-
lowing of fans. North Dakota State continues 
to have a national championship caliber team 
every year. 
While Eastern has been solid on the gridiron 
and produced NFL talent, the fan base through-
out the area remains mostly vested in FBS pro-
grams, which have their games televised every 
weekend. Not many FCS teams can say that. 
The only way to follow them week-to-week is to 
watch the games streaming online, which isn’t 
legal in some places, or listen on the radio. East-
ern has been fortunate enough to have all games 
shown on the OVC Digital Network but atten-
dance has not been big enough for an annually 
good team. O’Brien is not the largest stadium in 
the FCS but the fact that they can’t get at least 
8,000 fans for a game, especially one against the 
No. 1 team in the country, is embarrassing. 
But maybe the state of the facility does 
not garner enough interest. As I covered the 
team this year, a couple of players mentioned 
throughout the year that they liked playing at 
O’Brien, but would like it to be bigger. One 
suggested that they could add bleachers sur-
rounding the entire stadium. 
O’Brien last went through renovations in 
1999, which added an expanded weight room, 
coaches’ offices and new locker rooms. You only 
need to look at how the state’s financial crises is 
affecting the university to know that most like-
ly won’t happen in the near future. There is only 
one way to promote Eastern football and it’s the 
same method that schools through the country 
use: history lessons.
Remind everybody about all the professional 
players that played on that field, especially Cow-
boys quarterback Tony Romo. How many oth-
er FCS schools can say that a former player has 
started for an NFL team in the last 10 years? 
There’s also coaches that have become part of 
Eastern lore. Former head coach Bob Spoo won 
144 games in 25 years, and was inducted into 
the OVC Hall of Fame, following his retirement 
in 2011. His successor Dino Babers, recent-
ly named head coach at Syracuse, won a pair of 
OVC titles in his two years with the Panthers, 
which were led by Walter Payton Award winner 
quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo. 
We were proud that year and it resulted in 
ESPN feature the university on its weekly pro-
grams. That shows that our support means 
something.
Be proud of your Panthers and all that they 
accomplish because most of the country does 
not notice them. Every home game lead them 
to victory with your passion and support. Show 
the nation, not just the OVC and the area, that 
what makes us different is ourselves. 
When the television sets show Eastern athlet-
ics and its community at its greatest, the nation 
will finally know. The size of your facilities and 
campus does not define your school, the people 
who represent it do. On a fall Saturday or a bas-
ketball game against Murray State, Belmont or 
Southeast Missouri, let it be known that this is 
what we call home. It’s in Charleston.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Low student enrollment has had its impact 
all across the university, as many student-run 
organizations are struggling to maintain ade-
quate memberships.
This is nothing new; enrollment has 
crawled down for the past several years to the 
number it is at now, 8,520, and each semester 
poses challenges with fewer people to take on 
various student leadership roles across cam-
pus.
The University Board is one such organiza-
tion that has had membership issues this year.
According to an article in Thursday’s edi-
tion of The Daily Eastern News, the UB cur-
rently has vacancies for comedy and ideas and 
issues coordinators.
In the article, UB chair Tylen Elliot said 
the group has begun the process of interview-
ing and recently filled several positions, but 
the two spots for coordinators will stay open 
until spring.
With the lack of students participating, 
some graduate advisers have had to step up 
to take on extra duties to make sure the UB’s 
events run smoothly.
The chairs on the UB have had more 
responsibilities as well.
Even with this challenge, the UB has man-
aged to pull off some successful events, such 
as performances by comedians and YouTube 
artists and the “Vegas” lip-syncing competi-
tion.
With the successes also came some events 
that had to be canceled, like the belly dancing 
event and one of the comedians in the series.
In general, the UB has been able to pull 
through despite its internal issues; however, it 
is ultimately more difficult with fewer mem-
bers, and the quality and frequency of events 
can suffer as a result.
Students who may never have thought 
about becoming involved in the UB should 
take the time to consider it, especially now 
that the group is seeking members.
It is easy for students to sit and complain 
that there are never any fun events to attend, 
or that they have never heard of the acts com-
ing to campus, etc.
If that is the case, then that is all the more 
reason to apply for a position. 
Students who believe they could do bet-
ter jobs than past UB members should give 
it a try.
The entire campus benefits from having 
entertaining events to attend; at the end of 
the day, everyone could use a night to have a 
few laughs or enjoy good live music once in 
a while. 
Even those who do not particularly need 
experience in event planning may still find 
that the leadership experience is beneficial for 
their careers in the long term.
Many groups and registered student orga-
nizations across campus have had to make 
due with fewer members.
Anyone who is still looking to get involved 
at Eastern should not have to look far to find 
somewhere they can put their skills to good 
use, such as the UB.
Represent Eastern, support Panther athletics
University Board in need of new members
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Karaoke Thursday nights
By Cheyenne Fitzgerald 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Grand Ba l l room in  the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union hosted “Vegas,” a lip-syn-
ching competition hosted by the 
University Board Saturday.
 The event started at 6 p.m. and 
went on all the way until 8 p.m.
The competition included per-
formances by Eastern’s students. 
The students both personalized 
and mimicked original music vid-
eos to specific songs. 
Some groups chose to have one 
person lip-synch while the remain-
ing group members were back up 
dancers while others chose to do a 
more skit like performance while 
lip-synching the words to songs.
Six groups participated who lip-
synched songs from different art-
ists like Future, Beyoncé, Bryson 
Tiller, Hot Stylz, and R. Kelly. 
Specific songs that were per-
formed were “Lookin’ Boy,” “Con-
tagious,” and “Exchange.”
Eastern’s Idiotic Jive Chapter 2 
dance team was one of the com-
petitors over the weekend. 
Their performance included Fu-
ture songs such as “Turn on the 
Lights ,”  “Tony Montana,”  and 
“Lay Up.” 
Senior dance team pres ident 
Jacqueline Osinaike said the team 
practiced Monday through Thurs-
day from 8-11:30 p.m. for about 
a month and a half preparing for 
their dance.
The dance team consists of four 
women who have been dancing to-
gether for five years.
Osinaike said the if their per-
formance was to have won the 
cash prize the money would have 
gone towards getting T-shirts for 
their upcoming shows. 
The dance team tries to get two 
shirts a year, one for each semester 
of the year, for performances. 
The  t eam ended  up  ge t t ing 
third place for the night falling 
behind the Isley brothers and the 
R. Kelly performance that won 
first place. 
The R.Kelly performance won a 
cash prize. 
They performed the song “Con-
tagious” in a skit-like form, mim-
icking the official music video for 
the song
Thoug they finished in third 
place, the Idiotic Jive Chapter 2 
dance team said they were proud 
of their performance and will be 
looking forward now to their try-
outs coming up within the first 
few weeks of second semester. 
The dance team wil l  a l so be 
looking for students interested in 
joining them during the spring se-
mester.
The “Vegas”  event  a l so kept 
th ings  go ing  wi th  a  mode l ing 
competition during intermission. 
The hosts called six people from 
the crowd up to the stage to do 
their best cat walk up and down 
the stage. 
The audience got involved by 
voting through cheering and clap-
ping for each participant. 
The  w inne r s  o f  the  mode l -
ing contest were the duet named 
“Coats n timbs.” 
The modeling experience did 
not end there. Eastern’s own cou-
ture  group d id  a  per formance 
while the texting polls were open 
for second and third place voting. 
Second and third place were 
to be decided by the audience 
through a texting poll by texting 
the group to the number provid-
ed on the screen in the ballroom. 
Their performance included a 
dance to DLOW’s “Bet You Can’t 
Do It Like Me” challenge before 
they worked the runway.
Each person added their own 
individuality during their runway 
walk while the judges worked to 
agree on a first place winner. 
. 
Cheyenne Fitzgerald can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or cmfirtzgerald@eiu.edu
Vegas comes to Eastern in lip-synching competition
Music Testing
LUIS MARTINEZ| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Haley Borchers, a sophomore music major, practices what she will play for her woodwind professors. Borchers will be playing a piece she is work-
ing on, along with scales as part of her test. 
» HEART 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Kaila Alvarado, a freshman com-
munication disorders and sciences 
major, said she liked the parade and 
what it included.
“I like that they made it kind of 
like a family event,” Alvarado said. 
“They gave candy out to the kids and 
they had horses and other stuff.”
Combs said his favorite part of the 
event was seeing the kids because he 
thinks the event is for the kids.
“I get to see a lot of different 
people, but it’s basically for the 
kids,” Combs said. “Having three 
younger kids, it’s a big deal.”
Combs said his kids look for-
ward to the event each year.
Some of  the businesses  were 
also throwing candy and passing 
out other items during the parade.
Santa was pulled through the 
parade in his sleigh and dropped 
off at City Hall. 
Combs said the big attraction 
for his kids is seeing Santa.
Along with Santa being in City 
Hal l ,  Combs  a l so  sa id  d i f f e r -
ent businesses will be open sell-
ing food, and some places set up 
booths and give out hot chocolate 
and popcorn.
The local boy scouts troop was 
roasting chestnuts over an open 
fire, and the Salvation Army was 
giving away hot chocolate and 
popcorn across from City Hall.
Mackenzie Freund can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or mgfreund@eiu.edu.
Students showcase 
performaces in 
“Vegas” competition
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   1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377   Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
Rentals for 1 or 2 
Rent now or Spring Term 
From $290-440 
Call for appointment 
Announcements
Help wanted
For rent
SPENCE’S UGLY CHRISTMAS 
SWEATERS! CASH ONLY. ALL 
SWEATERS $15, ACCESSORIES $5. 
OPEN WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY. 345-1469
Rooms available for rent in a 4 bed, 
2 bath house on 9th Street in 
Charleston. Walking distance to EIU 
campus. Furnished. W/D, utilities 
included. $435/month. Call Laurie 
at 314-283-9535.
_______________________ 12/14
For Spring & Fall 2016, 1, 2, 3 and 
4 BR Apts. 348-7746 
www.CharlestonlLApts.com 
_______________________ 12/14
See our properties at 
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249 
_______________________ 12/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom apts available August 
2016 ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249 
_______________________ 12/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one 
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
Village Rentals 2016-2017 Leasing 
Student Housing. Newly remodeled 
1 and 2 BR Apts. Water and trash in-
cluded. 217-345-2516. 
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com.
_______________________ 12/14
Fall 2016:  Very Nice 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 BR 
Houses, Townhouses & Apart-
ments.  Excellent locations!  1 - 3 
Blocks from Campus. 
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 12/14
Very nice 6 BR, 3 bath house behind 
Family Video. Very nice unit with 
excellent parking. $275/person for 
6 people or $350/person for 5. 
217-493-7559    myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 12/14
Delivery and Pizza Maker Position 
wanted part time. Must be here for 
Christmas break. Apply in person 
after 4 p.m. Pagliai’s Pizza, 
1600 Lincoln, Charleston.
_______________________ 11/31
For rent
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2016 1, 
2, 3 BR leases available. Great loca-
tions close to campus! Check out 
1011/1015 Grant or 1718 11th 
Street! Affordable rates starting at 
$300/mo. Call or text 217-345-4001. 
See all our homes at eiuliving.com
_______________________ 12/14
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SE-
MESTER 6 month lease available. 
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
_______________________ 12/14
3 bedroom apartment. 1801 9th 
Street. $497.50 per person. Includes 
utilities, cable, internet. Contact 
217-345-RENT. 
_______________________ 12/14
Available in January. 1 and 2 BR 
apartments. 3 blocks from cam-
pus. Call Buchanan Street Apts. 
for more info. 345-1266.
_______________________ 12/14
2 BR large apartment with W/D and 
central air. Call Buchanan Street 
Apts. 345-1266.
_______________________ 12/14
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
_______________________ 12/14
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR FALL 2016. A 10 
MONTH LEASE AND ALL FOR ONLY 
$185 PER STUDENT. CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT. 345-3664.
_______________________ 12/14
www.tricountymg.com 
_______________________ 12/14
Park Place, Royal Heights, Glen-
wood, Lynn-Ro. 4 great locations 
with the size and price to meet your 
needs. 217-348-1479 
tricountymg.com
_______________________ 12/14
Available Now! 1 & 2 Bedrooms. 
Close to Campus. Call or text 
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Spring 2016 and Fall 2016 - 1 & 2 
Bedrooms. Renting now! Call or text 
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Attention Sororities and Fraterni-
ties! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses on 
parade route. All appliances includ-
ed, including washer and dryer. 
Several pricing options. 962-0790. 
Panther Properties.
_______________________ 12/18
ACROSS
 1 Place to swim
 5 From County 
Clare, e.g.
10 Poses questions
14 Auto pioneer 
Ransom E. ___
15 Finnish tech 
giant
16 Unwanted mail
17 Place to put 
someone who 
might hurt 
himself
19 Schlep
20 The “S” in CBS: 
Abbr.
21 2016 Olympics 
city, informally
22 Sharapova of 
tennis
23 1962 film about 
Helen Keller, with 
“The”
28 Stock unit
30 “Plan 9 From ___ 
Space”
31 Like oxen pulling  
a plow
32 Bopping on the 
head
36 Big name in 
faucets
37 Eastwood of 
Hollywood
39 “Little” heroine 
of Dickens’s 
“The Old 
Curiosity Shop”
41 Add more to, as 
someone’s drink
43 Perfectly timed
44 Maker of the 
Accord and CR-V
46 Cuts down on 
calories
47 Be dead and 
buried, in slang
52 Facts collected 
by spies, 
informally
53 “Treasure Island” 
author’s inits.
54 Maple syrup 
source
57 Mideast’s Gulf of 
___
58 Dangers for the 
unwary … or a 
hint to the starts 
of 17-, 23- and 
47-Across?
62 In the 
neighborhood
63 Abominable
64 Neighborhood
65 Paris airport
66 On pins and 
needles
67 Classic computer 
game set on an 
island
DOWN
 1 Daddy-o
 2 Skin care brand
 3 Betting parlor 
V.I.P.
 4 ’60s trip inducer
 5 Where rajahs 
once ruled
 6 Overly ornate
 7 “I Like ___” 
(1950s campaign 
button)
 8 The “S” in 
R.S.V.P.
 9 Computer in 
“2001”
10 “When you wish 
upon ___ …”
11 Two-in-one 
eating implement
12 Actress Holmes
13 Bad-mouth
18 Screwed up
22 Robin Williams 
role that was out 
of this world?
24 “Goodnight” girl 
of song
25 Country singer 
Williams
26 Prep school for 
some English 
princes
27 Departed
28 Prefix with 
pathetic
29 Clip-clop sound 
producer
33 Belly button type
34 Essential
35 Stuff to the gills
37 Karate move
38 Furnish 
temporarily
40 ___ États-Unis
42 Jewish temple
43 Shelley or 
Keats, poetically 
speaking
45 Competitor of 
Boeing 
47 Baby grand, e.g.
48 Word before 
“the gun” or “the 
circumstances”
49 Run to second 
while the 
pitcher isn’t 
looking, say
50 One of two 
Tudor kings
51 In a foxy way
55 Gorillas
56 11th grader’s 
exam, for short
58 Sheep’s cry
59 The “O” in 
M.Y.O.B.
60 Frequently, to 
poets
61 Symbol for Aries
PUZZLE BY LOREN MUSE SMITH AND ANDREA CARLA MICHAELS
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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» AWARENESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
» SCAM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
In some cases, the students 
were then told they were de-
linquent on student loans or 
dues, they owed federal or state 
taxes, were responsible for un-
paid traffic or parking tickets, 
or had an outstanding arrest 
warrant. 
The caller said the students 
could make a payment through 
MoneyGram or by a wire trans-
fer to avoid getting in trouble, the 
press release said.
In some cases, the caller also 
threatened to arrest the student if 
they did not pay the money.
According to the press release, 
“the originating telephone num-
ber for some of these calls is dis-
played as that of an FBI field of-
fice, usually Chicago or Spring-
field.”
The UPD advised students 
to ask the person for their 
name, rank, badge number, 
agency’s name, and a telephone 
number if they receive a call 
from someone claiming to be 
associated with a law enforce-
ment agency.
Students are advised to tell 
the caller they will call them 
back in a few minutes.
“A legitimate law enforce-
ment officer should under-
stand the precautions you are 
taking,” the press release said. 
“Be vigilant and never give out 
personal information to callers 
you don’t know.”
The press release said the 
best way to handle a caller 
who is persistent, rude or re-
quests bank account or per-
sonal information is to simply 
hang up.
L t .  Br a d  O ye r  o f  t h e 
Charleston Police Depart-
ment, said in regards to phone 
scam calls, it is not a start and 
stop process.
“It’s a continuation,” Oyer 
said. “There’s always some-
body trying to scam people.”
Oyer said different varia-
tions of the scam have been 
going on.
These include people con-
tacting others claiming to 
be their grandson or grand-
daughter, and asking them for 
money.
The CPD also sent out a 
press release on Oct. 26 about 
a phone scam where people 
pretended to be from the IRS 
and asked the caller for mon-
ey by wire transfer.
“The IRS doesn’t contact 
people by phone,” Oyer said. 
Oyer said the police puts 
up a phone scam alert every 
few months. 
He said people should be 
aware of who they are talking 
to on the phone, and should 
not just accept what the caller 
is telling them, and ask ques-
tions about who they are.
“Be especially suspicious if 
someone is asking for money,” 
Oyer said.
Oyer said if someone has 
been affected by the phone 
scam they should file a report 
and let law enforcement know 
what happened.
“(We will then) take as ap-
propriate action as we can,” 
Oyer said. “We will make an 
attempt to find the person re-
sponsible.”
Oyer said the people mak-
ing the scam calls were at 
times from other parts of the 
country or even the world. 
 “Be vigilant,” Oyer said. 
“If it sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is.”
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
cjbuchman@eiu.edu
He  a l s o  s a i d  i t  g i v e s 
more time to get the word 
out on the event and gives 
the performers more time 
to remember their pieces. 
 “It’s good because stu-
dents with different back-
grounds can see a view of 
their world and the cause 
and effect,” Wilson said.
Members of the Untold 
Truth  s a id  they  a l so  a re 
hoping the event becomes 
well known because of the 
extra time and its postpone-
ment. 
It also gives people who 
want to speak their mind 
about this issue or an ex-
perience the opportunity 
to become a performer and 
then the monologue can in-
crease with more performers 
and stories. 
They sa id  i t  a l so  g ives 
them time to clean up some 
visual aids and for people to 
throw in new ideas for their 
monologues.
The event is planned for 
February. 
AJ Fournier can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or ajfournier@eiu.edu 
Check back on Friday for our Verge Edition 
to find out about the latest in 
entertainment!
Like the Daily Eastern 
News on Facebook to 
get all the latest news 
and sports info!
HELP US HELP YOU! 
ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
217-581-2816
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By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The men and women’s track and 
field teams will look to continue their 
success as the season begins this Fri-
day with the EIU Early Bird meet. 
For the women, they are the de-
fending OVC champions and have 
three First Team All-OVC honorees 
returning for this season. Bryn Buck-
walter earned first place in the shot 
put, Haleigh Knapp in the high jump 
and Sadie Lovett in the pole vault. 
The women also had a number 
of Second Team All-OVC honorees 
that included Angelica Anyaogu who 
earned the honor in both the 60-me-
ter dash and the long jump. Dhiaa 
Dean placed second in the 400-meter 
dash, Jackie Jones in the high jump, 
Annemarie Reid in the pole vault 
and Jordan Wallace in the 3000-me-
ter run. 
Sophomore Maria Baldwin said she 
is noticing some differences in this 
team compared to last year’s team.
“That’s hard to say because we 
haven’t practiced all together yet, but I 
noticed our depth during Turkey pre-
season trials before Thanksgiving,” 
Baldwin said. “Our sprints have seri-
ously improved from last year and so 
has the distance squad.”
Tom Akers, the director of track 
and field, earned women’s coach of 
the year and tied with the coach of 
Southeast Missouri for the men’s 
coach of the year. 
Baldwin said she does not think the 
women will feel the pressure of being 
the defending champions of the con-
ference.
“It motivates us to compete to our 
abilities and dominate indoor OVC’s 
again, especially after not competing 
well at outdoors last year and losing 
by 1.5 points,” Baldwin said. “That 
was a hard pill to swallow and it defi-
nitely fired us up for this year.”
For the men’s team, they finished 
as the runner-ups in the Ohio Valley 
Conference behind Southeast Mis-
souri. Returning are First Team All-
OVC Riley McInerney in the mile 
run, Norvel Mohammed in the 200 
and 400-meter dashes and the dis-
tance medley and 4x400-meter relay 
teams. 
On the Second Team All-OVC was 
Johnathan Boey in the 60-meter dash 
and John Piper in the 60-meter hur-
dles. Combined, the two units earned 
17 top-two finishes over the two days 
of the conference championships. 
Baldwin pointed out the Grand 
Valley and Notre Dame Meyo as 
meets other than the conference 
championship that are very important 
to the two squads. 
“Both are very competitive and we 
run very fast times there,” she said.
The ideal thing that each team 
hopes to achieve this year is a confer-
ence championship indoors and out-
doors. 
Mark Shanahan can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Indoor track season to kick off at Early Bird meet
By Elias Albert
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball 
team fell short on the road to now 
6-2 Omaha by a final score of 76-
67.
With the loss, Eastern is now 
1-7 and adds to their losing streak, 
which now stands at seven. 
Coach Debbie Black said she 
liked what she saw out of her team 
but they could not close the gap 
when they needed to.
“We did a lot of good things to-
night,” Black said. “We just couldn’t 
close it out. We fell behind and had 
to battle our way back.”
Eastern kept  the game c lose 
throughout, even matching Oma-
ha’s point total in the second and 
third quarters. 
Though the Panthers’ only lead 
came halfway through the first 
quarter, they answered Omaha’s bas-
kets on numerous occasions to keep 
themselves within striking distance. 
Defensively,  Eastern al lowed 
Omaha junior forward Mikae-
la Shaw to score 31, which was 20 
points more than any other Oma-
ha player. 
Coming into the game, Black 
said Shaw was a good player and it 
would take extra effort to slow her 
down. 
Despite allowing Shaw to score 
so many, Eastern allowed one oth-
er Omaha player to breach double 
figures. 
Black said she was happy with 
her team’s effort and energy despite 
coming up short in the end. 
“Our team showed more ef-
fort on the rebounding side today,” 
Black said. “We still allowed too 
many offensive rebounds though.”
Omaha was held to 41.3 percent 
from the field and 30 rebounds, 
compared to Eastern’s 48.2 percent 
and 36 rebounds. 
However, Eastern was only able 
to convert six free throws to Oma-
ha’s 17. 
Eastern’s scoring efforts were led 
by junior forward Erica Brown and 
freshman forward Halle Stull, who 
each recorded 14 points. 
Brown and Stull were also the 
top-two in Eastern’s rebounding 
performance, posting 11 and 7 re-
bounds, respectively. 
Despite having foul trouble en-
tering the contest, Brown recorded 
36 minutes. Stull matched Brown’s 
minutes with 36 of her own. 
Sophomore forward Grace Len-
nox bounced back with eight points 
and four assists following her last 
two games where she averaged just 
one point per game. 
Freshman guard Kayla Steward 
posted eight points off 3-9 shoot-
ing. She was fresh off a team-lead-
ing 18-point effort against Western 
Illinois.
Freshman forward Karina Chan-
dra scored eight points off 32 min-
utes of action in the first start of her 
career. 
Chandra came into the game 
having only scored a total of nine 
points and 28 total minutes the 
whole season. 
Black said Chandra responded 
well in her first start and made an 
impact on the game. 
“She (Chandra) played well,” 
Black said. “She did what we asked 
her to do even though she real-
ly hadn’t seen much action coming 
into this game.”
Senior guard Shakita Cox scored 
nine points and hit a three. 
Unlike their previous six losses, 
Eastern kept the final result to sin-
gle digits. 
The Panthers will have their next 
chance to get back on the winning 
side of the scoreboard on Thurs-
day as they host 3-3 Milwaukee at 
6 p.m.
Elias Albert can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or at ewalbert@eiu.edu.
Women’s basketball team falls short of Omaha
C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Mariah Madison, sophomore guard, guards the ball from a player from Indiana University-Purdue University India-
napolis at the Nov. 13 home game.
“We just couldn’t close it out. We fell behind and had 
to battle our way back”
-Debbie Black, coach
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: @eiubasketball defeated #NKU 79-73 in overtime.
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The Eastern men’s basketball team 
ended its four-game home stand in 
dramatic fashion on Saturday night. 
The Panthers defeated Northern 
Kentucky, 79-73, in overtime for 
their second straight victory, with a 
pair of All-Ohio Valley Conference 
players leading the way.
Sophomore guard Cornell John-
ston ended the first half with six 
points, but went on to add 18 more 
in the second half and overtime, 
giving him 24 points total. He was 
3-of-5 from three-point range and 
8-of-14 from the floor, one of which 
included a short jumper that tied the 
game at 62 to send it to overtime. 
He had 10 points in overtime in 
the victory.
“To be honest I just wanted to 
win,” Johnston said. “I didn’t care 
who made the play, or who it went 
to. I just told our guys to go out 
there and give me their max effort, 
everything they had and they did.”
The max effort by Johnston and 
the rest of the Panthers resulted in 
a battle with the Norse that saw 
16 lead changes and 72 combined 
points in the paint. Eastern had 38 
points in the paint, 14 of which 
were earned by senior forward Trae 
Anderson. 
Anderson finished with a dou-
ble-double of 19 points, includ-
ing a pair of dunks that drew the 
Eastern crowd to its feet and 12 re-
bounds. Eastern coach Jay Spoon-
hour said Eastern had been needing 
Anderson to play great in the ear-
ly stages of the season and that he 
came through for a stretch late in 
the game.
“I’m not sure he played great the 
whole game, but man was he good 
for about six to eight minutes,” 
Spoonhour said. “Trae (Anderson) 
knows that he needs to be great, but 
it’s a whole different thing for him. 
In high school it wasn’t like he was 
the man, he’s changed as a player.”
But it was not just players that 
were making shots that pleased 
Spoonhour. Reserve forwards Mar-
shawn Blackmon and Joe Kuligoski 
played big roles on defense, not just 
making steals and rebounds, but 
also provided good help defense for 
the Panthers.
Blackmon, a freshman, finished 
with eight points and three steals, 
finishing off a pair of steals with 
scores, including a dunk that end-
ed an 0-for-6 Eastern drought that 
started the second half. Both he and 
Kuligoski combined for six rebounds 
off the bench, with Kuligoski com-
ing down on the defensive glass.
“Defensively (Blackmon) did a 
great job of helping,” Spoonhour 
said. “There were a couple of times 
they should’ve scored and they had 
to at least pass a couple more times 
before they scored. Everybody that’s 
getting out there is starting to help 
out.”
Northern Kentucky was led by 
guard Lavone Holland II, who re-
corded a double-double of 17 points 
and 12 rebounds for the now 1-5 
Norse. 
The win was much needed for the 
Panthers, who are about to embark 
on a five-game road trip, a polar op-
posite of their recent home stand.
“This win’s going to give us mo-
mentum going into these next few 
games,” Johnston said. “It’ll help us 
believe that we can be with anybody 
on the court and win any game.”
Eastern’s road trip will begin on 
Wednesday when they will travel to 
Marshall for a 6 p.m. showdown. 
The matchup will be the opening 
round of the Global Sports Clas-
sic, which will end a few days before 
Christmas in Las Vegas, Nev.
The tournament includes Hous-
ton, Omaha, Southern and North 
Carolina Central. 
Eastern will have to play Houston 
on its home court, but the rest of the 
tournament will be at a neutral site. 
Also on this road trip is a rematch 
with in-state rival Western Illinois, 
who defeated the Panthers, 83-63, 
last month.
“It’s hard to keep guys together 
on stuff like that,” Spoonhour said. 
“Winning these last two is huge be-
cause you don’t want to go on the 
road looking for a must win.”
Blake Nash can be 
reached  at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu.
Johnston leads Panthers to overtime win over NKU
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s and wom-
en’s swim teams did not win Fri-
day against Saint Louis, but had 
10 swimmers see season-best times 
drop, preparing them for the con-
ference meet in February. 
The men fel l  to Saint Louis, 
198-64, and the women fell by a 
score of 169-92. 
Even though both teams lost, the 
low times they posted had coach 
Jacqueline Michalski happy with 
how things went especially against 
a tough team like Saint Louis. 
“The fact that we were able to 
get a few top place finishes (Friday) 
and kind of be really close to some 
of their swimmers was really excit-
ing to see,” Michalski said. 
Senior Kaylee Morris won both 
the women’s 50-yard and 100-yard 
freestyle with times of 24.44 and 
53.95. Morris’ time of 24.44 in the 
50-yard freestyle was a new person-
al best time.
Fellow senior Joann Wakefield 
also recorded a personal best time 
in the women’s 50-yard breast-
stroke with a time of 31.49, a race 
in which she won. Wakefield also 
took first place in the women’s 
100-yard breaststroke with a time 
of 1:09.02.
Freshman Lauren Oostman also 
grabbed a first place finish in the 
women’s 100-yard backstroke with 
a time of 1:00.59. Oostman also 
received second place honors in the 
women’s 500-yard freestyle relay 
with a time of 5:31.48, an event in 
which she has been looking to im-
prove in. Her time of 5:31.48 was 
good enough for her personal sea-
son best. 
Oostman hasbeen looking to 
improve in the 500-freestyle race 
since she is usually not a taper.
“It was great to be able to drop 
my time in the 500 at the SLU 
meet from House of Champs. It re-
ally pushed my to swim faster see-
ing all my teammates cheering for 
me on both sides of the pool. I def-
initely feel like I’m on my way to 
getting to where I want to be in my 
500,” Oostman said.
Oostman’s success in the 100-
yard backstroke came from not 
worrying about anything but her-
self.
“The backstroke was a good race 
for me because I didn’t know the 
other girls times on SLU,” Oost-
man said. “So I went into the race 
telling myself ‘don’t worry about 
anyone else, just race the clock and 
you’ll have a good race.’ And hav-
ing that mindset is what helped me 
win the race and get a good time 
for in season.”
A n o t h e r  f r e s h m a n ,  Ma r t e e 
Grainger set a personal best in the 
women’s 200-yard freestyle with a 
time of 2:01.28. 
Junior Paige Eavenson also set 
a personal best mark in the wom-
en’s 100-yard freestyle with a time 
of 58.54. 
Sophomore Renae Johnson set a 
personal high in the women’s 50-
yard butterfly with a time of 29.45. 
Sophomore Niki Beringer was the 
final woman to set a new person-
al best recording a time of 30.62 in 
the 50-yard backstroke. 
The  men a l so  had a  pa i r  o f 
swimmers earn personal best times 
against Saint Louis Friday night. 
Junior Shane Witzki finished 
the men’s 50-yard freestyle with 
a time of 22.03, which was good 
enough for third place. 
The other swimmer from the 
men’s team to earn a personal best 
was sophomore Patrick Wood. 
Wood finished the men’s 100-
ya rd  but t e r f l y  w i th  a  t ime  o f 
56.82 giving him third place hon-
ors. 
Also posting a strong time was 
the  re lay  team of  sophomores 
Steve Fishman, Matt Jacobs, Ste-
phen Truchon and Wood.  The 
group finished in second place in 
the 200-yard medley relay with a 
time of 1:37.70.
Brandon Robbins had two sec-
ond place finishes in the 200-yard 
freestyle and 50-yard backstroke. 
Robbins posted a time of 1:49.90 
in the 200-freestyle and 27.49. 
Despite  not  get t ing the  win 
they were hoping for, Eastern kept 
each of the events close which as-
sistant coach Meghan Cotugno 
liked to see. 
“I think a lot of them were sur-
prising and very close,” Cotugno 
said. “I think that was the most 
exciting part is  actually having 
some hand-to-hand finishes where 
you’re really saying ‘who actually 
won.”
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at  581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu. 
Swim teams fall to Saint Louis, earn personal bests
PHOTOS BY JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
TOP: Celebrations abound as the Panthers defeat the Northern Kentucky 
Norse 79-73 in overtime on Saturday in Lantz Arena. RIGHT: Sophomore 
guard Cornell Johnston scored 10 points during the Panthers’ victory.
